Success Story –

Dispute Resolution on the Anacostia
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As a seafaring agency, the Department of the Navy (DON) is concerned about the health and quality of the waterways, indeed, the surrounding communities, near its installations.  One dispute over water quality concerned storm water draining into the Anacostia River from the Washington Navy Yard (WNY). 

The dispute involved a storm water permit issued by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  The Navy appealed the permit alleging that certain permit conditions, involving effluent limits, monitoring parameters and frequency, and additional study requirements, were based on erroneous findings of fact or conclusions of law.  The Anacostia Watershed Society (AWS), represented by Earthjustice Legal Defense Fund, also appealed the permit.  Through the DON ADR Program, the parties used the services of the U.S. Institute for Environmental Conflict Resolution (a small federal agency), to convene a mediation.  The four full participants to this ADR were USEPA Region III, the District of Columbia (the “State” required to Certify the Permit), Anacostia Watershed Society and the Navy.  From start to finish, the mediation process lasted only 5 months.  

The mediation produced an environmentally protective permit that met the varied interests of each party.  For the Navy, it reduced monitoring requirements and eliminated certain effluent limits, resulting in a significant cost savings to the federal government over the five-year permit period.  For EPA, DC and the AWS, the new permit recognized the need to monitor water quality and impose limits on all sites within the Anacostia River watershed.  The Navy’s ADR team, including Rear Admiral Christopher Weaver, Commandant, Naval District Washington, believes this case positively demonstrates the win-win possibilities of cooperative environmental conflict resolution and right in-line with good stewardship.









